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Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
For the year ended 31 December 2015 

1. Chairman's report

Given the long-term nature of our work saving endangered species, a year is a very short period 

over which to evaluate our progress but there is no doubt in my mind that 2015 was a significant 

year and one that we will look back on positively. 

As members know conservation costs money and the challenge to raise enough to meet the 

demands for our approach to saving endangered species is a very substantial one. Overall, our net 

income improved again; but as welcome as this improvement was it disguises continuing real 

challenges to our work. Net income was £1.3 million in the year but this was after receiving legacies 

of £1.8 million and a generous donation from the Charles and Louise Rycroft Conservation Fund of 

£0.5 million received just before the year end and which is intended to fund work in Madagascar 

and Mauritius over an extended period. Excluding these two material items gives a better indication 

of our underlying financial performance (an annual deficit of £1.0m) and, when taken with our 

minimal liquid reserves this is clearly of great concern to Trustees and is being addressed as a 

matter of urgency. 

During 2016, Trustees and management are developing a new strategy for the Trust that will bring 

the financial sustainability we need to maintain and hopefully grow the positive impact we bring to 

the world. Bringing about this step change means that some difficult decisions have to be made but 

we are determined to make them. 

The dedication and resourcefulness of the people that work and volunteer for Durrell is truly 

inspiring. What they achieve, given the financial limitation and the ever growing threats to the 

species we care for, never ceases to amaze me. This year was no different with further recognition 

that Durrell punches well above its weight in the fight against the extinction of animal species. 

Members, will I am sure, join me in thanking them. 

Without the support of our many funders Durrell could not exist and whilst more money is always 

desperately needed, I would like to thank Members and other donors for what they give already. It is 

never taken for granted and we make sure that every penny counts. 

During 2015 we said goodbye to a several people that have been involved with Durrell over a 

number of years. First of all, Oliver Johnson who had been Chief Executive since 2013 decided to 

return to the UK. Trustees Mike Bruford, Bob Dewar, Tim Ringsdore and Hugh Roberts stepped 

down. Kevin Keen also resigned as a Trustee to enable him to take on the role of Interim Chief 

Executive. Andrew Brown who has been Head of Finance since 2006 will be leaving us during 2016 

to pursue new challenges. We thank them all for their contributions to the work of Durrell. The 

search for a new Chief Executive is under way. It will be the most important decision Trustees have 

made for some years and we are determined that it is the right one. Recruitment of a new Head of 

Finance has gone well and we expect to able to announce that in the near future. 

Since the end of the year, we have heard that Professor Carl Jones MBE has been awarded the 

Indianapolis prize for conservation. This is a huge and well deserved honour for Carl and a cause 

for great celebration in 2016. 

Although there were many challenges along the way, 2015 was ultimately a year of further progress 

for Durrell in its mission to save endangered species from extinction and we face 2016 with 
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